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Education Means Nothing without Accountability! 
by Abhishek Raj

The Coaching and Test Prep Industry in India is over 50 years old now;

however, instead of improving by leaps and bounds, this industry has

festered over the years to the point that it has now reduced itself to a solely

money-making business with zero accountability.  

What started as a noble initiative aimed at overcoming the drawbacks of

mainstream education by helping the students left behind by the system

catch up or by helping exceptionally brilliant students break free from the

limitations of an ossified educational system and enter the highest echelons

of societal and professional life, has today become a slap in the face of true

education. Blinded by greed to be the next market leader, these so-called

‘Edupreneurs’ have lost sight of both the objectives and the founding

principles of the once noble Coaching Industry.  

Honest education has, at its heart, the objective of providing quality

education at affordable prices to all the sections of society. Then why is it

that private coaching fees have increased disproportionately over the years?

And if economies of scale reduce costs on the supply side, why is there no

visible reduction in fees at the students’ end? It doesn’t take a degree in

economics to figure out that something’s amiss.
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But even after paying hefty fees, students see very little improvement in their

knowledge and skills; and the few (less than 10%) that do succeed, do it in spite of, and

not because of, the coaching they were provided. In order to maintain profit margins,

coaching institutes hire unqualified and inexperienced trainers to design and deliver

straightjacketed and infecund classroom training programs that can best be called an

eyewash. Such programs benefit neither weak students (who need extra attention and

flexibility) nor sharp students (who require expert guidance and advanced courses).  

Moreover, the deceptively righteous practice of taking feedback from students

themselves has allowed factors such as classroom entertainment, shortcut techniques

and an overall disregard for hard work and perseverance to supersede true learning.

These “Edupreneurs” take advantage of such data to design increasingly defunct (read:

cheap) courses year after year, robbing parents of their hard earned money and

students of their precious time. The theory inputs and practice exercises in class, the

take-home study material and the simulated final exams (mock tests) are grossly

substandard. Most of it is plagiarised, and not even properly. They all give the student

the false impression that she or he has improved, when in reality there has been little

gain. And that’s exactly what we see in the student’s performance in the actual

examination.  

Now, no doubt, there are a few exceptions to the above, a few uncorrupted souls

preserving the integrity of this noble profession called “Teaching”; however most, if

not all, of them are either sidelined or struggling to survive in this new normal. If you

look at the industry as a whole, there is hardly any standardisation and absolutely no

accountability. It is the student who is made to decide where to enrol and from whom to

study, when in reality the student is in no position to evaluate the institute or the

trainers. Student counseling is actually a well crafted sales pitch of lofty dreams and

false promises. Demo sessions are seldom provided; and when they are, they’re usually

a bedazzling performance by actors and comedians (not trainers) that leave the student

spellbound and willing to enroll - a lead conversion, not an enrollment. Another sales

target met!
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The need of the hour is a collaboration between Genuine

Trainers who are also Industry Experts. There is an old

adage: there is strength in numbers. History is replete with

instances of the good overthrowing the bad through

collaboration, unity and integrity. MaxVerbal is one such

initiative. We are a team of passionate Academic Inventors,

comprising Linguists, Teachers, Writers and Computer

Programmers, who work together to practice and teach the

Science and Art of Natural Languages, but with Zero

Compromise on integrity and values and complete

accountability. 

Come join the revolution!

Whether you’re a school student doing your teacher’s assignment, or a candidate

preparing for your next entrance examination; whether you’re a traveller learning

to interact with the locals of a foreign land, or an aspiring polyglot trying to learn a

new tongue; or, whether you’re a bibliophile seeking to extract the most from a

book, or just a professional striving to be better at what you do; enhancing your

vocabulary in a language of interest is as important to you as is a cool breeze

redolent with the fragrance of the first buds, to a warm Spring day.

How to Retain the Meanings of Words

The "How To" Series

by M. Sai Apoorva &  Abhishek Raj

Abhishek Raj

Founder,

MaxVerbal 
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Yet, owing to our fast paced lives, our dwindling attention span and our rapidly

diminishing capacity to retain words - thanks to our obsession with technology;

most of us struggle to retain the meanings of words we come across and look up on

a daily basis. The memory of such words is so ephemeral that, in a matter of just

two to three days, we lose all recollection of even having seen the word.

How then do people with extensive vocabularies overcome this problem? What is

it they do differently from others? 

In this edition, we offer you a glimpse at, arguably, the best technique the pros use

to learn new words.

We are no strangers to the Association Technique of Memorizing random lists of

items, dates, names, etc. by associating them with unrelated objects, images,

familiar locations, and the sort. For a long time now, students, teachers,

professionals and even memory magicians have been using methods such as the

Link method, the Loci method, the Peg system, the Image-Name Technique, or

the Journey Method to memorize names, dates or lists of random items by

associating them with an image or story, a familiar location, a pegging framework,

a photograph of the person whose name is being remembered, and an oft

travelled route, respectively. 

But do these techniques apply to retaining the meanings of words as well? Well,

yes and no. Yes, the Association Technique is a powerful tool for memorizing the

meanings of words, but not in its simplest form. There are a few complexities

involved. 

Please click here to read further.  

The Association Technique
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Wake up; get ready; and, willingly or

otherwise, make your way to school, college

or work;  come back; and go to sleep. Such is

the routine most of us have and such are the

lives majority of the people now lead. Each

day seems prosaic in its own new way; yet

despite these feelings, we still wake up with

renewed vigour to go through this same

routine, all over again, nearly our entire

lives. No matter how exhausting it gets, we

find ways to enjoy life; and,  regardless of

what we say, we wish to be able to wake up

and go through it all everyday, never wanting

to give up living - much akin to the ‘forever’

promises we often find ourselves making to

our loved ones, even though we’re unaware

of what might happen the very next moment.
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 The Reviewer: Ikigai

There’s this innate desire, in every one of us, to live a long life, to see as much of the

world, and to learn as much about it as we possibly can. We often ponder over this

question but fail to understand HOW to do so. How can we live long? Is a will to live and

explore the world enough?

Francesc Miralles and Hector Garcia’s bestselling book, Ikigai, answers exactly these

questions. The research for this book was conducted largely in the small village of

Ogimi in Okinawa, Japan,  known as the village of longevity. Nearly all of its residents

are centenarians or nearing hundred years of age. This book is centered around the

concept of ‘Ikigai’, that is, the reason for living, and makes us aware of how each of us

must pursue our ‘Ikigai’ till we find it, for it is what makes our life worthwhile and

allows us insight into our reason for living, into that which keeps us going. 

Click here to read the rest of this review by M. Sai Apoorva. 

http://www.maxverbal.com/
https://maxverbal.com/home/editorial/ikigai-a-spoiler-free-book-review-8


The history of literature is rich with hundreds of poets who not only moved the masses

through a winsome arrangement of their letters, but also left a mark upon humanity

that shall dwell on our beings forever. Robert Frost, one of the most celebrated

American poets to live, once said that poetry is when an emotion has found thought

and the thought has found words. Being highly abstract in nature, poetry is a form of

literature that is capable of expressing the most obscure of emotions in naked

authenticity, with its concomitant rhythm, sound and meaning. 

Leonardo Da Vinci was right when he stated that poetry is painting that is felt rather

than seen. We humans are intricately designed to feel. The consciousness that we

possess enables us to sense an array of emotions. And poetry serves as a medium to

free ourselves of them, or, perhaps, to feel them more deeply than ever. Poetry and art

are kindred spirits. Not only do they help us evince our pain, joy, fear and anger with

those who are willing to listen, they also lead us to a path where we can view the world

through the tinted glasses of another of our kind. As Jack Gilbert sings in his poem

Poetry is a kind of lying, “Degas said he didn’t paint what he saw, but what would

enable them to see the thing he had”; poetry gives you eyes to see that which cannot be

seen.
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We at MaxVerbal firmly believe in poetry being therapeutic. Our passionate editorial

team have attempted to voice delicate human emotions through their words in the

very first volume of our book of poetry, Poesy. Poesy is a soon-to-be-released

compilation of poems dedicated to every theme imaginable, including but not limited

to love, grief, liberty, grit and fear. We aim to reach out to those who need to hear our

words, and to those who need to feel them.

Here, we provide a snippet into our world of rhythmic discovery through two poems

written by talented individuals of our team - “Carte Blanche” by Gunjan Saini and

“Black to White - it’s been quite a fight” by M. Sai Apoorva.

The former offers a badass commiseration to patriarchy and its cruel and culling

ideas. In a world where women have chains over their choices and opinions, the poet

conveys her fearlessness with beauty and ardour. The latter is a heroic ode to the

battle of life with oneself and the eventual victory. It promotes the fact that no matter

how hard life must get, there is always a reason to experience its vicissitudes and fight

through them. The best way out is always through.  
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Don’t hold my womanness against me

or that I refuse to believe in God.

Don’t question my dalliances

Because it doesn’t appeal to your squad.

 

I am a person not unlike you

And your prejudice does me no good.

Tainted overtures of your opinion

each time set out and withstood.

 

Nugatory hope I call it

when your views I try confront,

For I’m rendered pitiable

each time you stand afront.

 

I hold it not against you

(only to assuage my own guilt),

thinking the next time, the next day,

I’ll use my worded hilt.

 

But it isn't cowardice you see,

that stops me everytime.

It’s knowing that being free, another

body will replace mine.
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And I writhe in this pain

that builds a home in me;

thinking it’s convalescence,

but further it couldn’t be.

 

So an indifferent wish I crave,

a request seemingly odd -

don’t hold my womanness against me

or that I refuse to believe in God.

Sneak Peek: Poesy

- Gunjan Saini
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Weak as I was,

My fingers were ready to hit pause.

Every day, everyone

Made me feel like a lost cause.

 

Bleak were the days,

I kept losing myself in life’s maze.

Victories I’d seen but none.

My score to life, now a haze.

 

Black was this life,

That I wanted to end with this knife,

Harm me? It had done and done,

And today, it was to end a strife.

 

Before the carpet got stained with my doom

However, Stygian crossed the room;

Jumped over me after a while long run,

Settling after breathing me in like I was her favourite perfume.

 

Black was this four legged, furry beauty

Who always brought me glee.

The time we’d spent together was fun,

Off to hell, away from her? I realised I couldn’t possibly flee.
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Now turned to white,

“Beautiful”, I thought, yes, even this night.

Thanks to Stygian, a hard battle I’d won.

Knife back in the cupboard, darkness now turned

to light.

 

Bleak me that was black,

Still just as weak, and much I still lack.

“For you, though, Stygian,”

I said. “I’ll take a step forward everyday, no more

looking back.”

 

 

- M. Sai Apoorva
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Stories are a window into people’s minds. Whether it be fictional or true, stories

always display a narrative that resounds with our soul and transports us into

different worlds of unknown truths or of fantasy and make-believe. Moreover,

the various characters we are introduced to enable us to live a new life every day

through their tales, quirks and feelings. 

Storytelling not only possesses the ability to move an individual, but is also

capable of reaching the masses and putting compelling ideas out in the world.

Stories excite everyone, regardless of their age, gender or situation. 

Tahir Shah, author of the book In Arabian Nights, stated once that stories are a

communal currency of humanity. Stories bring us together. They teach and

remind us of our roots, history, values and culture. In a world where digital

communication is, paradoxically, increasing the space between us, stories help

bridge the gaps between our souls. And for that reason, we believe that everyone

has a story that needs to be heard.

In an attempt to become a vessel for the stories the universe is made of, the

MaxVerbal editorial team is working on the first volume of its book of short

stories for adults, The Raconteur. Composed of tales about friendship, grief,

morals, love, the meaning of life and much more, The Raconteur is an engaging

investigation into precious stories waiting to be read. We invite you to come

discover them with us.

Here in our newsletter, we present to you one of the first stories from The

Raconteur,  “In her tight grasp” by Ashiya Khan. This story follows 10-year-old

Marya whose mother passed away and left her in the care of her loving

neighbour, Farida. But this sweet freedom is short lived, as her cruel and

cunning aunt takes her away citing legal custody. Forced to work and treated

horribly, Marya is stuck in a miserable condition. How will Marya free herself of

her own family’s gripling chains? And what does the future hold for her? The

story inspects grief, love and the concept of a family with a sense of care and

wisdom.
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“I wish you were here, mother. I wish you hadn’t left.”, thought 10-

year-old Marya, looking at her mother Amina’s picture on the side

table. She was cradled in the arms of her neighbour, Farida, who

patted her back, hoping the little girl would fall asleep. Marya had

lost her mother to a car accident a month ago, and had been in the

care of her neighbour and Amina’s dear friend, Farida, ever since.

Amina was kicked out of her family for being a single mother. The

only family member to maintain contact was her older sister, Pari -

short for Parveen.

Parveen never had a real relationship with Amina as she believed

her sister brought shame to the family but conveniently overlooked

it whenever she needed Amina’s help. Deep in her heart, Parveen

resented Marya.

Marya woke up the next morning and learnt that Parveen, whom

she called Pari Bee, had come to collect her. Angry, unhappy and

not wanting to leave, Marya screams, “Noooo”, at her aunt and runs

away from the house.

After hours of looking around, Farida and her husband, Junaid, find

Marya holding the rusted railings of the cemetery where her

mother was buried. Farida pulls the little girl close, trying to

console her. 
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On their way back home, Farida tries to explain to Marya how she

cannot stop Parveen from taking her, and is helpless in this

situation as Parveen qualifies as a legal guardian. Marya refuses to

understand and is adamant on staying.

After hours of coaxing and begging, she agrees to go with her aunt,

who had promised Farida, she will come and take the girl away the

next day, whether she liked it or not. Marya’s last night with Farida

was spent eating her favourite food, packing, and listening to

Farida’s instructions and advice.

The next day, Parveen brings Marya home. Upon arrival, she points

Marya to a room and asks her to set her things up.

At breakfast, the next morning, Parveen asks Marya to start helping

around the house. Marya looks at the house maid who was dusting.

Following her gaze, Parveen gives out a laugh and says, “She’s not

here to clean up after you.”. Marya looks at her aunt in disbelief.

“You have to earn your keep, little dove. Your mother left you in this

world all alone. You’re not going to be welcome everywhere.”,

Parveen explains.

Marya stares at her aunt, unable to believe the words she was

hearing. She tears up and asks,
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“Why?”

A hand comes swinging at her face. Parveen slaps her and with a

glare, says, “Do not ask me stupid questions. I don’t like such

children. Just do as you’re told. Finish your food and clean up.”.

Scared, Marya quietly finishes her food and walks to the kitchen

with her plate.

That night, Marya cried as she held her mother’s picture close. She

wrapped around herself a purple quilt that Amina gave her for her

8th birthday. Speaking to the picture, Marya said, “Fari Bee never

raised her hand on me, mother. I hate this place. I hate Pari Bee. I

miss you. Please come back.”

Days and weeks passed. Marya continued to endure her aunt’s

nasty behaviour, hoping she’d gather enough strength to run away

some day.

One day, Parveen tells Marya, “Farida is coming here tomorrow.

Don’t be a tattletale. Behave yourself. Also, help the maid clean up

the house.” She walks up to Marya’s bed and picks up a purple quilt.

“This yours?”, Parveen asks. Marya, now starting to feel scared,

nods. “Make sure you don’t say anything against me or else this

goes in the trash.”. Horrified, Marya lunges toward the quilt to take

it back but Parveen holds it away. “...only if you don't say a word.”,

she adds with a smirk.
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The next day, Farida and Junaid come to Parveen’s house. Farida

speaks to Marya in private.

In a hushed voice, Farida says, “What I’m about to tell you is very

important, Marya. A few days ago, a letter came to your house. It

was from an insurance company. Your mother, may she rest in

peace, had insured both your lives. The insurance money was sent

through a cheque that has to be deposited in your mother’s account.

You’re the nominee on that account. Do you understand what I’m

saying?”

Confused, Marya shakes her head.

“This means, all that money belongs to you and you can use it when

you’re older. Okay?”, Farida explains. Marya nods again.

Farida smiles at Marya and says, “I looked through your mother’s

files to see if I could find the relevant papers and found this letter

with your name on it. I haven’t opened it. Would you like to read it

yourself?”

Marya nods as she tries to absorb everything. She then opens the

letter and begins to read it. Marya’s eyes tear up. She puts her arms

around Farida, and says, “Take me home, Fari Bee.”

Confused with Marya’s reaction, Farida takes the letter from her
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hands and reads it. In the letter, Amina had expressed her wish for

Marya to live with Farida, should anything ever happen to her, and

that the insurance money be used for Marya’s education and

future. She had wanted Marya to grow up without worrying about

Amina’s relatives and so had asked Farida to keep them away from

her daughter.

Farida holds Marya in a warm hug. Both cry and laugh in

excitement and happiness. Marya is happy to learn that her mother

made sure she would not be alone even in her absence.

Farida then shows the letter to Parveen, who is left dumbfounded,

and starts to pack Marya’s belongings.

Just before leaving, Marya runs back inside to Parveen’s room and

walks out with her quilt, all the while glaring at Parveen, as if daring

her to take it from her. Farida finally takes Marya home, where she

would grow up just as her mother wanted.
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Reading is considered one of the most beneficial and crucial habits one can possess.

And many would argue that this is a habit that must be developed from a young age.

It positively influences brain development, builds vocabulary, opens a child’s mind

to possibilities, and ultimately becomes a life skill that helps that individual grow

intellectually at every juncture of life. 

          Short Stories for children help open avenues to fun-filled reading and learning.

Children’s books are an important vessel for social and moral education.

Furthermore, they help create communities and enable us to see through the

perspective of others. This quality of respecting opinions and stepping into the shoes

of another is extremely important. And so, stories serve as sources of water in this

garden of character development.  

          Hence, it is essential that our children are exposed to the right kind of content.

We’ve all grown up listening to or reading ill-written stories that are often infested

with stereotypes and gross misconceptions, and that tend to have a negative impact

on society. These can be ideas, concepts, moral values or opinions. The books we are

introduced to as children, and their characters, stay embedded in our minds forever.

Being highly impressionable, we adopt the quirks and personality traits of the

characters we relate to the most. And this is why parents have a tough time choosing

the right kind of books and content for their children to read.

          Bearing all of this in mind, MaxVerbal is working on its very first volume of

books for children called Lessons from the Deep. The book revolves around the lives

of five friends, Chichi the oscar, Squiggy the squid, Clipper the crab, Lobby the

lobster, and Panto the sea spider. The book follows them as they navigate through the

stages of growing up, learning lessons of kindness, humility, love, amity, courage,

and many more. We hope these stories inspire and encourage young minds to learn

from their surroundings as they explore the unknown under the aegis of their family

and friends. 

We also hope to make an impact on adults, because as C.S. Lewis rightly said, “A

children’s story that can only be enjoyed by children is not a good children’s story in

the slightest.”

          We now offer you a glimpse of this series through the very first story of the very

first volume: The Selfish Shellfish. It teaches us kindness, humility, and the truth

about selfishness and its unpleasant consequences. 
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It was a bright, sunny day. The ocean was warm, and as the rays of

the sun wafted down to the reef, they burst into rainbow coloured

fractals on the calcified corals around the cove.

Chichi the oscar, Squiggy the squid, Clipper the crab, Lobby the

Lobster, and Panto the sea spider were up and about, playing in the

sparkling white sand under the shimmering blue sea. The beautiful,

sunny new day added a kind of magical energy to the denizens of

the cove. The adults were busy with their daily chores. And these

five friends were out having a good time.

The Vibe Page 18 
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Squiggy had found a brand new bauble: a shiny

metal button, with the letter 'M' embossed on it.

“Wowie! Can I hold it?”, asked Chichi, the

youngest of them all.

“Sure!”, replied Squiggy, as he handed what

looked like nothing less than an ornament.

Page 19 The Vibe
© MaxVerbal 2021. All Rights Reserved.

www.maxverbal.com

“Can we see it?”, asked Panto sheepishly.

“You must be joking!”, snapped Clipper, “and

let you get your slimy fingers on it? Or

worse…lose it?”

Chichi’s face lit up with glee as she lifted the button…you could

practically see the ‘M’ reflecting on the shiny and tiny tip of her nose.

“Hey Clipper! Didn’t you find something similar a few days back?”,

asked Lobby.

“Similar??!…pshhhh…Better!!”, replied Clipper, with an air of

arrogance.

Sneak Peek: Lessons from the Deep 

Clipper was always so full of himself. He thought himself the

smartest, fastest, funniest, strongest and coolest crab on the cove.

“I don’t think so! It’s mine.”, snapped Clipper.
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Panto cowed back, her head sinking between her slender long legs.

“Come on Clipper, don’t be such a selfish shellfish!”…reprimanded

Squiggy.

Squiggy was the oldest and wisest of them all. He was like a big

brother to all of them. He never bullied any of them or let them

bully one another. He would always share his food, toys and curios.

Naturally, he was everybody’s favourite.

“Am not!”, retorted Clipper.

“Are too!”, whispered Panto to himself in complaint.

“My parents taught me to share.”, said Squiggy to everyone. “It’s

good for you and the species, Mom always says.”

“Pish posh”, balked Clipper. “How can sharing be good for anyone,

let alone the species? You only end up losing stuff!”

“Well, sometimes you have to lose something to gain something

else.”, explained Squiggy.

“Woah, you’re so wise Squiggy!”, said Chichi in awe.

“It’s actually my parents’ wisdom Chichi”, said Squiggy. He

wouldn’t even take credit for something he didn’t earn himself.
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“You’re all a bunch of losers!”, yelled a peeved Clipper, as he turned

to leave.

Just then a shadow descended upon all of them. It was the flapping

of wings, clearly visible against the sparkling sand. The clear water

and bright sunny day had made them all visible from the air above

and a sea gull had spotted them.

Squiggy was the first to notice it, and screamed, “SEA GULL!! RUN

FOR COVER!!”
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Lobby quickly buried himself

in the sand. He hadn’t yet

grown a hard enough shell to

protect himself from

predators.

Chichi followed suit.

Panto stuck to a pebble instantly, left his body loose and began to

sway with the tide, blending into the background appearing to be sea

algae.

That left Clipper out in the open and directly in the path of the diving

sea gull.

In a split second, Squiggy extended and wrapped his arms around

Clipper and gripped him with the suckers on his arms. In the next

split second, he sucked in water into his mantle cavity and expelled

it out of his narrow siphon, instantly transforming into a jet engine,

Sneak Peek: Lessons from the Deep 
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and…

WHOOOSH!!!!
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…the sea gull dove into an empty cloud of bluish-black ink where

Clipper was standing only moments ago.

Out of breath, and out of a meal, the seagull swam back to the

surface and flew away into the blue.

“Did anybody see what happened?”, inquired Chichi, as she, Lobby

and Panto returned from hiding.

“I..I..don’t know…Clipper!!! Squiggy!!! Where are you??”, cried an

exasperated Panto.

“Dear God, you don’t say…”, wailed Lobby. “Did the gull get them?”

“Oh stop your whining…”, came a voice from behind them.
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“Nothing really?? You saved my life Squiggy!!”, spoke an

embarrassed and deeply indebted Clipper. “…and here I thought I

was the fastest on the cove.”

“I’m such an idiot!”

“I..I guess what I’m trying to say is…thank you Squiggy, for saving

my life. I’m sorry for being such a jerk. Instead of protecting

yourself, you thought of ME….someone who always and only thinks

of himself….”, declared Clipper.

“You’re welcome Clipper. You’re my friend and you’re as important

to me as any of the others!”, said Squiggy, as the two hugged and

made up.
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At this, Chichi, Panto and Lobby all awwed

in unison.

“Tell me Squiggy, how did you move so

fast? I didn’t even realise what had

happened….”, asked Clipper.

“My mommy once told me that a long,

long time ago, squids had shells, just like
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“SQUIGGY!!”, the three rejoiced, on seeing Squiggy and Clipper

approaching.

“What happened, Squiggy? Clipper? Are you okay?”, asked Chichi.

“Oh nothing really, all is well.”, replied Squiggy.
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you Clipper. But because our ancestors

practiced sharing, they would often release

their shells to offer shelter to a fry or

minnow in need of protection. Because of

this, squids were able to shed their weight,

and developed the ability to move faster. 
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Gradually we even developed a jet propulsion system, and now we

can disappear from sight in a fraction of a second.”, explained

Squiggy.

“Woah!! That’s so cool!!!”, shouted all four of them in amazement.

“From now on, I’m always going to share my things with my

friends, and help others in need!”, announced Clipper. 

“No more Mr. Selfish Shellfish. No siree!!”

And all of them erupted into laughter.

 

- Abhishek Raj
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The Researcher 

Over the last decade or so, we have witnessed a surge in the

number of ‘Writing and Editing Software’ available in the market.

These “tools” have gone from being relatively simple ‘spelling &

grammar checking programs’, to becoming complex ‘AI-Enabled

Writing Assistants’ that use machine learning, deep learning and

natural language processing to analyse and predict what we want

to say and how we should say it. They come in both free and

premium versions; and they can be found, in one form or another,

everywhere from our mobile phones, to our tablets and computers.

They are heavily advertised, often with endorsements by celebrity

authors who even go so far as to share how well these applications

‘evaluated their writing’ and ‘facilitated their editing and revision’,

and how they are ‘incredibly helpful tools for writers at every level’.

But are these applications truly helpful for writers at ‘every’ level?

In 2013, the Pew Research Centre published the results of its survey

(conducted between March 7 and April 23, 2012) of 2,462

Advanced Placement (AP) and National Writing Project (NWP)

teachers in the U.S., Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands, in its

article The Impact of Digital Tools on Student Writing and How

Writing is Taught in Schools.

With the advent of text editing software, 
are learning grammar and enhancing
your writing skills now things of the past?

http://www.maxverbal.com/
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Although some of the responses were positive, some were rather

alarming:

“68% said that digital tools make students more likely—as opposed

to less likely or having no impact—to take shortcuts and not put

effort into their writing.”

 

“46% (majority) said these tools make students more likely to ‘write

too fast and be careless’.”

 

“40% (majority) said digital technologies make students more likely

to ‘use poor spelling and grammar’.” 

 

In addition to these were some worrisome observations of the

teachers, such as:

 

“the increasing tendency of some students to use informal language

and style in formal writing assignments”,

 

“the increasing need to educate students about writing for different

audiences using different “voices” and “registers””, and

 

“the general cultural emphasis on truncated forms of expression

hindering students' willingness and ability to write longer texts and

to think critically about complicated topics”.
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A year later, on April 15, 2014, Kathleen A. Bronowicki submitted a

related study titled Technology’s Adverse Effects on Student’s

Writing: An Emphasis on Formal Writing is needed in an Academic

Curriculum to the Department of Education and Human

Development, at The College of Brockport, SUNY (State University

of New York). 

According to the study, Robert Rothman, then senior fellow at the

Alliance for Excellent Education and now Senior Editor at the

National Center on Education and the Economy, Washington, was

of the view that “Professors of colleges and authority figures within

the career world are seeing a sharp decline in individuals’ writing

skills.” (Rothman, 2012, as cited in Bronowicki, 2014, p. 8).

Kathleen argued that “students take advantage of the spell-check

and grammar-check options to ensure that their work is free of

spelling, grammatical, and/or sentence structure errors. Although

these options save students’ time and energy, they lower students’

mental energy and decrease their persistence; furthermore,

students have become so accustomed to taking shortcuts and

writing in small bites that they fail to see the purpose of writing,

editing, revising, and re-writing, let alone using grammatical

precision and appropriate sentence structure.” (Bronowicki, 2014, p.

6).

Kathleen’s views resonated with those of Kyle Dodson, an English

Language Arts teacher at Clovis West, who, in an interview with The

Feather Online, said “It (the software) is there to help you, but once
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you start relying upon it to solve your problems, it creates problems.”

(Parker, 2018).

Expanding our visual field by focusing beyond student life to life in the

corporate world, we see a domino effect of this problem on

employability and economic efficiency. According to the National

Association of Colleges and Employers (USA), “73.4% of employers

want a candidate with strong written communication skills.” (Moore,

2016). And, because most of the candidates that apply for jobs these

days do not possess them, businesses end up spending billions a year

in “remedial writing training” for employees (Moore, 2016).

In his dissertation titled Write to Work: The Use and Importance of

Writing as Perceived by Business Leaders, Clay Aschliman, Virginia

Commonwealth University, documented and reviewed the data of the

study “Writing: A Ticket to Work...Or a Ticket Out”, conducted and

published by the National Commission on Writing (NCW) and College

Board in 2004. The study surveyed human resources directors of 120

Business Roundtable organizations - a group of chief executive

officers, presidents, and other senior business leaders of some of the

highest-grossing corporations across industries, a group employing

eight million people at the time - in order to assess their beliefs

regarding the use and importance of writing. 

Once again, the findings were startling: “almost half of the sample

offered or required writing training for deficient salaried employees,

with an average cost of around $950 per employee.”; “American firms

may pay as much as $3.1 billion dollars a year on writing training.”

(College Board, 2004, as cited in Aschliman, 2016); and, since the  
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original study excluded government and wholesale trade sectors, the

average is likely higher (College Board, 2004, as cited in Aschliman,

2016).

If these are the data of the country with the world’s largest economy

and, coincidentally, where English, the global medium of

communication, is a native language and the de facto official

language, one can easily extrapolate what the state of affairs in

other countries, including India, is. 

The question at hand is the plausible sequence of causality between

the surge in the number of Text Editing Applications, the

concomitant and precipitous decline in students’ writing skills, and

the deficiency in writing skills of the workforce entering today’s job

market. Could it be that our over-reliance on text-editing

applications, as mentioned above, is a noteworthy cause of the

aforementioned problems? While these software undoubtedly offer

a reliable and valuable text editing service to a seasoned writer, do

they unwittingly lead a learner to completely and hopelessly depend

on them, in a way that impedes his/her growth as a communicator,

a writer, and a successful professional in the long run?

- M. Sai Apoorva

Ashiya Khan

Shreya Gokhale

Vidhi Gupta

Abhishek Raj

Read the rest of the article here.  
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Since the conception of the vision called MaxVerbal in May 2019, and the start of its operations

on November 5, 2020, the MaxVerbal team has been striving hard at gathering resources,

investigating ideas and solutions, developing products, dodging dead ends,  eliminating

bottlenecks and growing constantly and consistently. We knew it wasn't going to be easy, but we

had and still have our eyes set on our targets: revolutionising Natural Language Acquisition and

Application, and creating accountability in India's Test Prep Industry.

            We are still in the process of laying our foundation stones in each of our departments, be

it our Online Video-based Computer Adaptive Tutorials, our Online Private Tutoring, or our very

own Publishing House & Writing Incubator, and we're making steady progress. The credit, of

course, goes to every member of our team for his/her efforts. Each of the following have

contributed as productive and valuable interns, vendors, employees and consultants over the last

6 months. Introducing...

Our Educational Courseware Developers (English):

Our Voice Over Artists (Indian Languages): 

Our Human Resource Management Team 

Our Editorial Team

Our Head of Technology

Leadership

As Vince Lombardi once said, "Individual commitment to a group effort - that is what makes a

team work, a company work, a society work, a country work." 

We are a team. We are MaxVerbal! 
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